
Action Development:
a fusion of action research 

and appreciative inquiry

Chris Jenkin, Senior Lecturer in Early 
Childhood, AUT & 

Dr Jens J. Hansen, Woodhill Park Research 
Retreat



Action Development

�‡When we use the term Action Development, 
we are referring to a model of development 
that is informed through research procedures 
which are both positive and ongoing;

�‡Very simply, for us, Action Development 
comprises a synthesis of: 

�‡Appreciative Inquiry (Hammond, 1998) 

�‡Action research (McNiff & Whitehead, 2005)

�‡This presentation is the story of the 
emergence of that synthesis.


